INSTINCT,  INTELLIGENCE AND CHARACTER

there is p*gt as truly a selection of responses. What the
selective agent is, and how it works, will be the subject of
discussion in later chapters. The penod of life during which
this process of selecting and training instinctive responses
is carried out is the penod of infancy, of dependence on the
parents, a period which in man necessarily extends to the
age of eight or nine, and commonly is extended to the age
of fourteen or even twenty-one years. The most instinctive
feature of that period is the activity known as " play,"
difficult to define, but easy to recognize. In the opinion of
the present writer, play is the most important fact of human
life, inasmuch as thereby that adaptability to environment
is secured which has won for man his supenonty to environ-
ment. To the study of " play " we turn in Chapter IV,
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